
 
0.1 Syllabus (Fall 2009)   Instructor:  Señorita Lott  Email:  Klott@cusd201.org 
Prerequisites:  None        Phone:  630-468-8142 
Instructional materials:   Realidades 1   Selected readings 
     Rosetta Stone  Selected instructional videos  
 
    Sé Responsable       Sé Respetuos@    Celebra los pinchichis 
         (Be Responsible)                                          (Be Respectful)               (Celebrate Success) 

 
Class Preparation:  To have greater success in class, please be ready to participate daily.  You’ll need your 
textbook, loose leaf or perforated spiral paper, 2 pens that have different ink* colors and your 3 ring binder 
with the following 8 tab dividers:  

  Información (Information) 
  RS  (Rosetta Stone)  

PE  (Para empezar)    PLEASE NOTE:  I do not accept work written 
  1a  (Capítulo 1a)     in red, green, yellow, orange, gold, silver or  
  1b  (Capítulo 1b)     iany metallic/glitter ink colors.  
  2a  (Capítulo 2a)     

Apuntes (Notes/Graphic Organizers)   
  Viajes  (Trips/Travels)      Due Date:  Monday, August 24, 2009 
      

Cheating:  Any student caught copying or cheating (or helping someone else copy/cheat) on any assignment, 
test or quiz will receive a grade of “0” for the entire assignment, test or quiz.  Please note that I consider the 
use of computer translators, native speakers and siblings to be cheating.  Submit your own work. 
 
Grading Scale:    90-100  A 
    80-89.99 B       PLEASE NOTE: I do not round up. 

70-79.99 C       89.9 is a “B”, 79.9 is a “C” 
60-69.99 D       69.9 is a “D” and 59.9 is an F”.  
 0-59.99 F 

Your quarter grades are determined by the percentage of points earned to the total possible.   
You will be graded on:  
 a.  Quizzes:   Announced:  One to two per week  Pop:  Up to 3 per chapter 
 b.  Chapter Tests (They’ll be posted on the board at least three days in advance.) 
 c.  Compositions  (Your 1st composition is a school portfolio assignment.)  
 d.  Various projects  (The piñata project  is a school portfolio assignment.)  
 e.  The “trips” we take to South America during class 
 f.  Rosetta Stone  (We’ll quiz every 2-4 weeks, depending on the unit.)   
 g.  Homework Binder  (Plan for 2-4 written assignments per week.)   

h. Videos:  Anything that we study will be included in quizzes, tests and/or exams.  
 
Class Content/Scope & Sequence:   alphabet, basic introductions and greetings, calendar, classroom directions, basic 
nubmers, body parts,  likes/dislikes, school schedules, telling time, activities, weather and seasons.  Grammar:  Infinitives, 
negative statements, adjectives, definite and indefinite articles, adjective placement, subject pronouns, present tense.  
 
Your semester grade is calculated as follows:   

1st quarter:   40% Final Exams:  20%      PLEASE NOTE:  All points are equal. 
2nd quarter:   40%         I do not weight tests or quizzes.   
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Homework:  Written assignments are assigned 2-4 times per week.  If there is no written assignment on 
Wednesday or Thursday, you should  study for Friday’s     
quiz/test.  Daily homework will be checked in.  Late work       NOTE:  If you are in the building at any time during   
will be accepted for “D”  credit (3/5 points)       school day, your work for that day is due, and you 
No work will be accepted once your exam has started.            are responsible for the work that is assigned in    
 (+10 assignments go down one letter grade per day late.) 

  
Please remember that it is your responsibility to get your assignments if you are absent.  If suspended, please 
get your work from me before you leave.  Work will be posted on the “TAREAS DIARIAS” calendar in our room.   
Per school rules, you will have one day for each day you are absent excused to make up your missed work.    
Suspended?  Your work is due on the day you return to class.  Truant/Absent unexcused?  Sorry, there is no 
make-up work. These deadlines apply to quizzes and tests.  So, for example, if you do not complete the work  
on time, it will earn late credit.  If you do not take the quiz/test within your time limit, you will earn a zero.   
  
Parents/Guardians: I believe that it takes a community to raise a child.  And, while I will work with your student 
directly, I want you to know how this class is structured.  Please review this syllabus and then send me an email 
on or before September 1st.  For the subject, please type your student’s new Spanish name, first name and 
then last name.  If you ever have a question or concern, please call or write me.    Be sure to check out my blog! 
 
Passes:  Please use your passing periods wisely!  If you do not use your one “gotta go” pass per semester, you 
can exchange it for FIVE pesos during your final exam period.   
  
Retakes:  You have 2 opportunities to retake a quiz or a test section.  Your parent must sign your original 
quiz/test next to the grade.  You will need to turn the signed form in to me when you retake it.  Quizzes/Tests 
will be handed back on Monday and the retake must be taken within that same school week.   
  
School Rules:  All school rules are enforced in our classroom.  No music players/headphones are allowed in 
class.  Headphones are allowed in the lab only for Rosetta Stone use.  If I see food or drink, I will confiscate it 
and award you a 30 minute, even if you were not eating/drinking it.   If I see your gum, it is gone.  If I see your 
gum more than once, you lose your gum privilages for two days.   

 
Skills:  Daily study of 20-30 minutes 5x per week will allow for greater success in class.   Long-term recall is your 
goal.  The “memorizing it for Friday’s quiz” technique will catch up with you and your learning will suffer.   

Saturday or Sunday:   Spend 20 minutes reviewing “old” vocabulary 
Monday: Vocabulary list and studying new vocabulary and/or review old grammar. 
Tuesday: Complete homework assignment, review current vocabulary and also old vocabulary 
Wednesday: Study for Friday’s quiz/test by reviewing current vocabulary 
Thursday: Study for Friday’s quiz/test by reviewing current grammar and vocabulary 
 

Study Tips:  No music (the languages compete in your brain), study with an amigo, use flashcards or 8-10 lists. 
Self quiz with the pictures in the book.  Say the words out loud to remove the “funny factor”.   
 
Tardies:  When the bell rings, you need to be completely in our room and headed for your assigned desk or you 
will be marked tardy.  If you’re late, sign in.  No pass?  That, is an unexcused tardy.  You’ll have 24 hours to 
bring me a pass.  I will not let you leave to get a pass.  The consequences for being tardy are as follows:  
 1st Tardy:  Warning   3rd Tardy:  30 minute detention 
 2nd  Tardy:  15 minute detention  4th+ Tardy:  Referral 

(NOTE:  Tardies carry over from one quarter to the next.) 
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Attendance Policy:  The more you are here, the greater the knowledge base that you will build.  I will 
follow the school handbook in regards to attendance and make-up policies.   
 
Course Description:    Students begin to listen, read and write Spanish as well as learn basic grammatical 
structures.  In addition to a basic textbook, computer work, worksheets and projects, CDs and visual aids 
are used to make the language easier to learn and more meaningful to the beginning student.  Emphasis is 
also placed on learning culture and customs of Spanish speaking countries 
 
Summer Homework:  All Spanish 1 students continuing on to Spanish 2 are assigned a summer reading 
and/or writing assignment.   
 
Pre-test and Post-test:  We will take a pre-test and a post-test on the Marzano Vocabulary.  The quiz is 
designed to help me learn where you are at with your grammar knowledge as well as how culturally aware 
you are of all things “Spanish”.  The pre-test will be granted a completion grade.  However, at the end of 
the semester, you will earn a quiz score on the Marzano Vocabulary.  To aide you in your studies, a copy of 
the vocabulary words/concepts that you will be quizzed on will be provided to you in class.   
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